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SELECTED Essays by
Charmian Clift is a new edi-
tion of Clift's powerful es-
says, selected and edited by
her  biographer  Nadia
Wheatley.

Clift was a pioneer in
progressive opinions and
wrote through the turbu-
lent and transformative

years of the 1960s, speaking
out for women’s and mi-
grants’ rights, Indigenous
justice and so much more
that is still relevant today.

After Clift and her writer
husband George Johnston
returned to Sydney after 15
years on the Greek island
community of Hydra, she
wrote copiously, immersing
herself in events of the tur-
bulent sixties.

Imagine a time when
there was no internet, no
email, and no social media.

A patriarchal autocrat,
Robert Menzies, was Prime
Minister for more than 15

Bravely speaking out, Clift wrote
aweekly newspaper column,
voicing herstrongviewsand

challengingacomplacentsociety,
atatimewhenwomenwere

viewed as second-class citizens.

years, with the White Aus-
tralia policy and censorship
in full swing.

Bravely speaking out,
Clift wrote a weekly news-
paper column, voicing her
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strong views and challeng-
ing a complacent society, at
a time when women were
viewed as second-class citi-
zens.

But as she says, nothing

was ever accomplished by
inaction or resignation.

Full of wit and humour,
and much wisdom, these es-
says are not only a fascinat-
ing window into the sixties;
Clift also offers many de-
lightful vignettes on her
own experiences as a home-
coming ‘migrant’, travelling
in the magnificent Red
Centre, and living alone as
an ‘empty-nester’.

Her perceptive, lumi-
nous observations, high-
lighting both the political
and the personal, are an en-
grossing read.
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